
 
ACADEMIC INFORMATION  

 
ACADEMIC ADVISING 
The advisors help the student set academic goals, develop a course schedule, and adjust to 
university life.  Any questions concerning a program of study should be directed to the advisor in 
the department.     
 
ACADEMIC RECORDS 
The Registrar’s Office maintains a file on each enrolled student.  Student files contain 
correspondence that takes place between the student, the University, and the public.  
Information within the file is maintained according to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act of 1974.  Students have the right to review, inspect, and challenge the accuracy of 
information kept in a cumulative file by the University unless the student waives the right. 
  
Federal and State laws restrict the release of confidential student records and information.  
Students have a right to inspect their educational records and are protected from release of 
information without their written consent, except for subpoenaed requests from courts with 
appropriate jurisdiction.  Students must make written requests for transcripts and other 
academic information. Requests by unauthorized third parties and telephone requests will not 
be honored. 
 
Students receive grade reports at the end of each term.  It is the responsibility of the student to 
seek correction for any apparent errors and to keep the Registrar’s Office informed of any 
mailing address changes.  If the student fails to seek correction within one year after the 
semester the course was taken, the records will be deemed accurate as stated. 
 
AUDITING COURSES POLICY 
A student may audit any course he or she desires under the following arrangements.  
1. The student is not required to do any homework for the course. 
2. The student will not receive a course grade. 
3. The cost remains the same as for a matriculating student. 
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE-ON CAMPUS COURSES 
Regular attendance is essential to realize the purposes and objectives of the student’s 
academic program.   Each student is responsible to the instructor for class attendance and 
participation.   The instructor will determine and announce specific requirements for each course 
to the class during the first week of each semester. 
 
An instructor may set his or her attendance policy to include a reduction in the course grade for 
poor class attendance.   The reduction will not exceed one letter grade per semester based on 
absences alone. 
 



CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS 
Academic standing is computed by dividing the total number of quality points by the total hours 
attempted by a student.  Continuance and promotion from one academic classification to 
another are based on completion of the following number of credit hours: 
                        Freshmen .................................................0-30 
                        Sophomore...........................................   31-60 
                        Junior....................................................   61-90 
                        Senior ................................................... 91-120 
 
COURSE COMPLETION 
DCU reserves the right to drop a student from class for lack of attendance or online participation 
during the term.  Attendance policies are stated on the first-day handout and in this catalog.  
Students officially dropped from a course must repeat the course.  Students may also withdraw 
from a course without penalty if there are extenuating circumstances that prevent them from 
completing the course.  There will be no refund for the course after the published refund dates. 
 
COURSE LOADS 
The minimum academic load for classification as a full-time student is twelve semester credit 
hours.   The maximum load is eighteen hours and requires the approval of the Dean.  This 
approval is granted only based on superior academic achievement.  Other than by special 
permission, first-year students are limited to sixteen hours.  The course load for a student on 
academic probation is twelve credit hours.   
 
COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM 
Courses are identified with letters that represent the subject area and numbers that represent 
the level.  The last digit represents the credit hours for the course. 
 
 Course Number   Level 
 100    First year, undergraduate 
 200    Second year, undergraduate 
 300    Third year, undergraduate 
 400    Fourth year, undergraduate 
 500 and above   Graduate program 
 
COURSE REPETITION 
A student is permitted to repeat a course for which he has received a grade of "F.”  Both the "F" 
and the subsequent grade will stand in the student's permanent record.  We do not permit a 
student to repeat a course for credit in which he or she has received a passing grade. 
 
DEGREE CHANGES 
Any student needing to change his or her degree program should first discuss this with his 
dean.  A change of degree form should then be completed, the required signatures secured, 
and the form returned to the Office of Admissions. 
 
FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
A schedule for final semester examination dates is published with the schedule of classes each 
semester.  Students and instructors must follow this published schedule. 
 



GRADING SYSTEM 
Destiny Christian University’s grades for undergraduate work are recorded in the following 
grading table. 
 
       Grade                        Grade Points  
      Per Semester Hour 
   A       4 
   B+   3.5 
   B       3 
   C+    2.5 
   C       2 
   D+    1.5 
   D       1 
   F       0 
  W (Withdrawal)     NONE 
  I (Incomplete)           NONE 
  AU (Audit)      NONE 
 
Graduation Honors 
To qualify for academic honors a student must have earned at least a 3.50 grade point 
average for his or her entire academic record, have completed at least 60 hours at 
Destiny Christian University and have completed all graduation requirements for a 
four-year degree. The scholastic honors are as follows:  

Honor 

 
 
 

Grade Point Average

Cum laude 3.50–3.69 

Magna cum laude 3.70–3.84 

Summa cum laude 3.85–4.00 
 
 
ID CARDS 
All students enrolled in Destiny Christian University are required to have a current student 
identification card and number.  The card is issued during registration and is used for most 
activities such as library use, chapel attendance, campus events, and bookstore discounts.   
 
INCOMPLETE GRADES 
Students are expected to complete all course work as specified by the instructor by the end of 
the term.  If a grade of incomplete (I) is issued, course work must be completed by the midterm 
of the following semester.  An automatic grade of failure (F) is issued if the incomplete grade is 
not removed by the published date. 
 



PROBATION 
To graduate from Destiny Christian University, a student must have a minimum grade point 
average of 2.0 overall, and a 2.0 or higher in the major.  To continue in enrollment, students 
must earn a minimum grade point average according to the following scale of attempted hours: 
 
Hours attempted                                          Grade Point Average Required 
             0 - 30     .................................................................. 1.5 
           31 - 60     .................................................................. 1.7 
           61 - 90     .................................................................. 1.9 
           91 -120    .................................................................. 2.0 
 
Any student who does not achieve this average will be placed on academic probation. This 
probation status may be removed during the next semester by bringing the grade point average 
up to the required standard.   
 
Students who achieve the required cumulative grade point average for the hours attempted are 
considered in good standing.  Those who fail to achieve the required average will be subject to 
the following action: 

1. A student on academic probation is limited to twelve credit hours each semester. 
2. The Director of Admissions reviews all students on academic probation in consultation 

with the dean.  
3. Students will be given the opportunity to remove the probation status and continue to 

make progress toward graduation within the two consecutive semesters after academic 
probation has been determined. 

4. A student that has been placed on academic probation will be required to take a 
specified class schedule and to work with an advisor who will monitor the student’s 
progress. 

 
REGISTRATION GUIDELINES 
It is important that students register during the stated registration periods.   Students who 
register after the first day of classes will be charged a late registration fee.   Registration is not 
complete until the student has arranged for payment of the semester charges with the Business 
Office.  
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES 
Adding or dropping of courses may be accomplished only between registration and the final 
date for add/drop dates listed on the calendar.    A Schedule Change form must be completed in 
order for students to add or drop courses.  The tuition refund policy for dropping courses after 
classes have begun is explained in the Financial Information section. 
 
UNIT OF CREDIT 
Destiny Christian University uses the semester hour as the unit of credit awarded.  This is 15 
clock hours of instruction for one credit hour.  For distance education classes that use the 
blended model, it is a minimum of 15 clock hours of instruction during the term and the 
equivalent of 30 clock hours of instruction using various modes of distance education delivery 
for a three credit hour course. 
 



TRANSCRIPTS 
When a college or institution requests an official transcript from DCU, the first transcript is 
provided without charge, each subsequent official transcript is issued at a charge of $5.00.  The 
Office of Admissions will issue a transcript of credit upon written request of the student.  
Transcripts will not be issued for a student who has failed to meet all of his financial obligations.  
An unofficial transcript will be issued using the same fees and guidelines.   
 
TRANSFERABILITY OF COURSES 
Transferability of credits earned at this institution and transferred to another institution is at the 
discretion of the receiving institution. 

 
 


